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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 

invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 



3. Claims 1-7 and 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Chow (2002/0114336) . 



Regarding claims 1-2, 10-11, and 14-17: 

Chow discloses a method of configuring, in a router having 
a LAN interface and a WAN interface, a physical port for 
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coupling to a network (see Fig. 3, the abstract, and paragraph 
0030 shows and recite the LAN and WAN interface, and controller 
36 and processing unit 38 performing the function of routing, 
respectively), said method comprising: 

receiving a message to configure said physical port for use 
with said network (paragraph 0025 recite the property of the 
port being changed according to user's definition clearly 
corresponds to the configuration message) ; 

associating, responsive to receiving said message, a set of 
stored mapping assignments for using said physical port to 
access said network; and implementing said mapping assignments, 
responsive to associating said mapping assignments, to configure 
said physical port for coupling to said network (paragraph 0025 
recite the property of the ports being changed, i.e. from LAN to 
WAN, contained in a buffer clearly anticipate the set of mapping 
assignment of the ports 301, 302, ... 30n) , 

wherein said implementing step selectively controls whether 
said physical port is coupled to the LAN interface or the WAN 
interface thereby changing and altering the port (paragraphs 
0026-0039 recite the controller using the buffer for 
implementing the assignment of the port 301, 302, ...30n as a 
WAN or LAN interface as claimed) . 
Regarding claim 3: 
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Chow discloses wherein said network is a Wide Area Network 
(WAN) (paragraph 0027 recite packet being transported to a WAN) . 
Regarding claim 4: 

Chow discloses wherein said network is a Local Area Network 
(LAN) (paragraph 0034 recite packet being transported to a LAN) . 
Regarding claim 5: 

Chow discloses wherein said network is a Local Area Network 
(LAN) prior to said step of implementing and is a Wide Area 
Network (WAN) after said step of implementing (paragraph 0027 
recite the port 301 being a LAN port and paragraph 0033 recite 
implementing port 301 as a WAN port) . 
Regarding claims 12 and 13: 

Chow discloses wherein said implementing means and step 
changes the physical port from a secure type physical port to a 
non-secure type physical port or from the non-secure type 
physical port to the secure type physical port (paragraph 0002 
recite the WAN being the internet and firewall being provided 
between the LAN and WAN clearly anticipate the WAN port being a 
secure type physical port) . 
Regarding claims 6-7 and 9: 

Chow discloses wherein said message is implemented using an 
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) SET command; wherein 
said message is implemented using HyperText Transfer Protocol 



Application/Control Number: 10/552,560 
Art Unit: 2616 



Page 5 



(HTTP) data and wherein said message is implemented using a 
router proprietary command message (paragraph 0002 recite the 
WAN being the internet clearly anticipate the use of SNMP set 
command, HTTP, and router proprietary command) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 

disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chow (2002/0114336) in view of Jung 
(6, 097, 732) . 

For claim 8, Chow discloses the router and method described 
in paragraph 3 of this office action. Chow discloses all the 
subject matter of the claimed invention with the exception of 
wherein said message is created after detecting at least one 
hardware switch setting change. 
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Jung from the same or similar fields of endeavor teaches 
that it is known to provide wherein said message is created 
after detecting at least one hardware switch setting change 
(col. 7 line 60 to col. 8 line 16 recite the controller causing 
the MAC to output a reconfigure command upon detecting CRC 
errors) . 

Thus, it would have been obvious to the person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide wherein said message is created after detecting at least 
one hardware switch setting change as taught by Jung in the 
router and method of Chow. 

The message being created after detecting at least one 
hardware switch setting change can be implemented by connecting 
the CRC error detector of Jung to the router of Chow. The 
motivation connecting the error detector as taught by Jung to 
the route of Chow being that it provides more reliability for 
the router since the router can reconfigure its ports in case 
the LAN or WAN interface failed. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Philyaw discloses a method and apparatus for automatic 
configuration of equipment. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to SHICK C. 
HOM whose telephone number is (571)272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Pham Chi can be reached 
on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chi H Pham/ 
Supervisory Patent 
Examiner, Art Unit 2 616 
5/5/08 

SH 



